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HOUSE JO NT MEMORI AL 4007

AS AMENDED BY THE SENATE
Passed Legislature - 2004 Regul ar Session
State of WAshi ngt on 58th Legislature 2003 Regul ar Sessi on

By Representatives Hinkle, Chopp, Haigh, Wods, Dunshee, Kirby,
Bol dt, O Brien, Ar mst r ong, DeBol t, Aher n, Newhouse, Si npson
Hol myui st, Cairnes, Sunp, Pearson, Shabro, Delvin, Hudgins, Linville,
Conway, Skinner, Sullivan and Kenney

Read first tinme 01/24/2003. Referred to Commttee on Agriculture &
Nat ural Resources.

TO THE HONORABLE GEORGE W BUSH, PRESIDENT OF THE UNI TED STATES,
AND TO THE PRESI DENT OF THE SENATE AND THE SPEAKER OF THE HOUSE OF
REPRESENTATI VES, AND TO THE SENATE AND HOUSE OF REPRESENTATI VES OF THE
UNI TED STATES, IN CONGRESS ASSEMBLED, AND TO THE UN TED STATES
POSTMASTER GENERAL, AND TO THE CI TI ZENS' STAMP ADVI SORY COW TTEE OF
THE UNI TED STATES POSTAL SERVI CE:

We, your Menorialists, the Senate and House of Representatives of
the State of Washington, in |legislative session assenbled, respectfully
represent and petition as follows:

VWHEREAS, Since the birth of this country, our nation owes our coal
mners a debt we could never begin to repay for the difficult and
dangerous job they performso we could have the fuel we need to operate
our industries and heat our hones; and

WHEREAS, The energy needs of communities throughout the nation have
been met due to the hard work and dedi cati on of Anerican coal m ners;
and

WHEREAS, M Ilions of workers toiled in the nation's coal mnes over
the last century, risking both life and linb to fuel the nation's
econom ¢ expansion, and through their manual |abor nmade possible the
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technol ogi cal conveniences of nodern Anerican |ife, though those
contributions to the nation's welfare are generally unknown to the
public; and

WHEREAS, During the last century, over 100,000 coal mners have
been killed in mning accidents in the nation's coal mnes, and
3,500, 000 coal mners have suffered nonfatal injuries; and

VWHEREAS, 100, 000 coal m ners have contracted Bl ack Lung D sease as
a direct result of their toil in the nation's coal m nes; and

WHEREAS, Coal provides 50 percent of the nation's electricity and
is an essential fuel for industries such as steel, cenent, chem cal
food, and paper; and

VWHEREAS, Coal mners keep the nation supplied with an energy
resource that produces electricity for the | owest cost, when conpared
to fuels other than nuclear, and which makes possible the country's
unmat ched productivity and prosperity; and

WHEREAS, Coal mners provide a vital pool of Ilabor with the
expertise to produce energy supplies fromvast national coal reserves,
which serves to buffer the country from a dangerous dependence on
foreign energy fuels; and

WHEREAS, The United States has a denonstrated coal reserve of nore
t han 500, 000, 000, 000 tons, with an estimted 275, 000,000,000 tons of
recoverable reserves which, at current production rates, represents
about 275 years of recoverable coal reserves; and

VWHEREAS, These coal reserves represent about 95 percent of all
fossil fuel reserves in the United States, about one-fourth of the
worl d's known coal reserves; and

WHEREAS, Approximately two-thirds of all coal mned in the United
States is transported by rail, making coal the |argest single source of
freight revenue for United States' railroads; and

VWHEREAS, Transportation by railroad provided jobs for thousands of
workers who built the infrastructure, maintained it, and |oaded and
unl oaded coal ; and

WHEREAS, It would be proper and fitting for our nation to recognize
our coal mners, both past and present, for their contributions to this
nati on; and

VWHEREAS, Coal m ning continues to be the econom ¢ engine for many
communities, providing jobs to areas with little economc diversity;
and
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WHEREAS, Coal mning provides an econom c benefit far beyond its
direct revenue, including billions of dollars in econom c output and
household earnings and hundreds of thousands of jobs in other
i ndustri es;

NOW THEREFORE, Your Menorialists respectfully pray that the United
States Postal service issue a postage stanp conmenorating American coa
m ners, which would hold the promse of illustrating a colorful and
historically rich segnment of society for the benefit of school
children, stanp collectors, educators, and the public.

BE IT RESOLVED, That <copies of this Menorial be imediately
transmtted to the Honorable George W Bush, President of the United
States, the United States Postnmaster General, the Citizens' Stanp
Advi sory Conmittee of the United States Postal Service, the President
of the United States Senate, the Speaker of the House of
Representatives, and each nenber of Congress from the State of
Washi ngt on.

--- END ---
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